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1 MAN UN rr WORKING UNIFORM PATROL, ON VIEW ARREST, WITH BACKUP DET FINEIN, INJURY SUSTAINED TO 
OFFICER BRIGGS LACERATIONS TO RIGHT HAND AND DIZZINESS AND SHORTNESS OF BREATH. MEDIC 1 1 
TRANSPORTED P/O BRIGGS TO MERCY HOSPITAL. SUSPECT DID NOT COMPLAIN OF ANY INJURIES, ARREST 
CONTROL TACTICS WERE USED TO APPREHEND SUSPECT. SUSPECT ALSO HAD SUSPECTED CDS ON HIS PERSONS 
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ON 2/4/10 AT APPROX 1830 HRS P/O BRIGGS OBSERVED A GOLD BUCK BEARING MD TAG 5CYK33 PASS IN THE 2700 
BLK OF BAKER ST WITH THE REAR STQB-U gHTS NOT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY. P/O BRIGGS ACTIVATED HIS 
EMERGENCY LIGHTS AND PULLED THE VEHICLE OVER. AS P/O BRIGGS APPROACHED THE DRIVER SIDE WINDOW 
HE COULD SMELL THE ODOR OF MARIJUANA EMINATING FROM INSIDE THE VEHICLE. AT THIS TIME P/O BRIGGS 
ASKED THE DRIVER LATER ID AS RICKY THOMAS TO STEP OUT. AS MR. THOMAS WAS STEPING OUT HE STRUCK P/O 
BRIGGS WTTH HIS FOREARM AND PUSHED HIM OUT OF THE WAY AND FLED ON FOOT. P/O BRIGGS PURSUED ON 
FOOT. P/O BRIGGS WAS ABLE TO CALL OUT THE FOOT CHASE AND DET FINEIN WAS ABLE TO RESPOND AND 
AFTER A LENGTHY FOOT CHASE MR THOMAS WAS APPREHENDED IN THE 1800 BLK OF NORTH DUKE LAND. AS DET 
FINEIN WAS ATTEMPTING TO PLACE MR. THOMAS INTO HANDCUFFS MR. THOMAS BEGAN TO THRASH AROUND AND 
•TRIED TO BREAK FREE FROM P/O BRIGGS AND DET FINEIN GRASP, AT THIS TIME P/O BRIGGS USED ARREST 
CONTROL TACTICS TO BRING MR. THOMAS UNDER CONTROL AT WHICH TIME DET FINEIN PLACED HIM INTO 
HANDCUFFS. SEARCH INCIDENT TO ARREST REVEALED IN MR. THOMAS RIGHT PANTS POCKET A CLEAR PLASTIC 
BAG CONT GREEN LEAFY SUBST SUSPECTED MARIJUANA MR. THOMAS WAS ISSUED A REPAIR ORDER FOR THE 
REAR STOP LIGHT REPAIR ORDER #7585830. MR THOMAS DID NOT COMPLAIN OF ANY INJURY NOR WERE ANY 
INJURIES OBSERVED. AT WHICH TIME HE WAS TRANSPORTED TO CBIF FOR PROCESSING. PROPERTY WAS 
SUBMITTED TO ECU. 
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On February 1 , 20 11, Michelle Martin. Paul Pineau and Gregg Bernstein 
conducted a proffer with Det. William Finein. Finein' s attorney, Catherine Flynn, also 
was present. The proffer agreement is attached. Detective Finein related the following 
information. 

Finein has known. Briggs for about three years. Finein knew Briggs when he was 
previously assigned to the SWD. Finein knows Briggs as a family-oriented person, but 
did not socialize with him outside of work. On February' 4, 2010, Finein was on patrol in 
the Southwestern district when he heard a report from a pole camera operator that an 
officer was chasing a suspect in an area not far from his location. Finein promptly 
responded to the location and, shortly thereafter, saw Ricky Thomas enter a vacant lot and 
crouch down next to a wall. Finein entered the vacant lot with a flashlight and ordered 
Thomas to come out with his hands where he could see him. Thomas complied and 
walked slowly toward Finein with his hands out to the side, but his fists were balled up. 
Finein told Thomas again to let Finein see Thomas's hands. Thomas turned toward a 
pillar on the Dukeiand side of the yard and Finein got behind Thomas in order to put 
Thomas in handcuffs. Finein said Thomas was not fighting but was "resisting," in that 
Finein had both arms and Thomas was pushing both arms outward to avoid being placed 
in cuffs. Finein said he gave several verbal commands to Thomas to put his hands behind 
his back. Finein said Briggs came into the yard and also told Thomas to put his hands 
behind his back. Then Briggs approached and struck Thomas in the face with a closed 
fist. At the same time, Finein pulled Thomas backward and to the ground. Finein said he 
did not remember whether Briggs kicked Thomas. Finein said Thomas put his hands 



under his stomach and it took 30-60 seconds to get Thomas's hands cuffed. Finein 
subsequently stepped away from Thomas and Briggs and contacted his sergeant regarding 
the foregoing events. 

Finein said he was ordered by Sgt. Devita to go look at the pole camera footage 
and he did. He then wrote a use of force report. He said Off. David Brust wrote the 
statement of charges based on information provided by Briggs. Finein approved the 
offense report. Finein has a pending internal disciplinary proceeding from an incident in 
September 2008 in which Finein had a "discrepancy" with a roommate at a police 
training. Finein said he had too much to drink. Finein has a trial board scheduled in 
May. 



